Incidental catch of whale off Vizhinjam by CMFRI, Kochi
Success in tracing the 
larval history of the 
prawn Metapenaeus 
moyebi at Karwar 
Metapenaeus moyebi (Kis-
hinouye) is one of the common 
species of penaeid prawns 
occurring in the inshore and 
estuarine waters of Kanara coast 
especially during the monsoon 
period. At Karwar Research 
Centre, gravid females of this 
species were collected from the 
shore seines during May, 1981 
and these have spawned suc-
cessfully under laboratory con-
ditions. The eggs hatched out 
during night in the laboratory 
tanks were reared through post-
larval stages and the complete 
larval history of the species 
studied. A knowledge of the 
early lifehistory is a prerequisite 
for developing suitable hatchery 
techniques for the culture of 
the species and in this connect-
ion the study is highly relevant. 
The investigations were under-
taken by Shri G. Nandakumar 
and Shri K. Y. Telang, Scientists 
at the Research Centre. 
MEETINGS 
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
June 5. 1981 was celebra-
ted as the World Environment 
day to comemmorate the open-
ing day of the UN Conference 
on Human Environment held 
at Stockholm in 1972. The 
Institute and its subordinate 
establishments c o n d u c t e d 
seminars and colloquia to 
highlight the importance of the 
protection of environment. At 
Vizhinjam Research Centre of 
CMFRI a colloquium on 'Man 
and his environment, how he 
could improve his environ-
ment and reduce pollution 
for his well being' was held. 
Scientists of the I n s t i t u t e , 
members of the public, social 
workers and local officials 
participated in the colloquim. 
The colloquim emphasised the 
need for educating the public 
on the hazards of environmen-
tal pollution through various 
media and that the subject 
should be included in the carri-
cula at all levels. The colloquim 
also felt that scarcity of drinking 
water and unhygeinic condi-
tions prevailing in the coastal 
area should be remedied by the 
Government and local bodies. 
Incidental catch of whale 
off Vizhinjam 
A Baleen whale (Balaenop-
tera sp) was caught on P.4 April 
by a drift net operated 7 km off 
Vizhinjam at 18-19 fathoms. 
The wha le was 6.25 m 
long. It was reported by the 
fishermen that when the whale 
was being towed to the shore 
several sharks attacked it and 
tore portions of muscles from 
the trunk region. 
The lower jaw and por-
tions of the baleen plates are 
displayed at the museum of 
the Research Centre. (Obser-
ved Shri by J. J. Joel and Shri 
Mathew Joseph). Protect your 'environment from pollution', campaign at Vizhinjam 
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